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 Regular Meeting of the City Council 

April 27, 2021 

 

              

A meeting of the North Adams City Council was held at 7:30 p.m. via remote. 

 

COUNCILORS PRESENT:  Councilors Blackmer, Bona, Harpin, Hopkins, Lamb, Oleskiewicz, 

Sweeney, Wilkinson. 

 

Council President Hopkins read the following statement regarding COVID-19.  Pursuant to 

Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting Law, 

G.L. c. 30A, §18, and the Governor’s March 15, 2020 Order imposing strict limitations on the 

number of people that may gather in one place, this meeting of the North Adams City Council is 

being conducted via remote participation and in City Council Chambers. No in-person attendance 

of members of the public will be permitted, but every effort will be made to ensure that the public 

can adequately access the proceedings as provided for in the Order.   

A moment of silence was held, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

The President stated that the minutes for the previous meeting of April 13, 2021 would be available 

for approval at the next scheduled Council meeting. 

The President called for hearing of visitors. There were no visitors wishing to speak. 

11,945 The President presented a Communication submitted by Councilor Lamb  

 regarding the recommendation to include a Grants and Communications  

 Coordinator in the FY 22 Budget, which was voted to postpone at the meeting of 

March 9, 2021. 

 

On motion of Councilor Lamb, duly seconded by Coucncil Blackmer, it was VOTED:  without 

objection, to file the communication. 

 

Councilor Lamb stated that the Mayor and the Finance Committee discussed that the grant layer 

was being absorbed through proposed staffing in the Community Development office.  

Additionally, they agreed to a need for a more consistent measure for communications and press 

releases from City Hall. 

 

The motion was adopted by yea and nay vote: yea, Councilors Blackmer, Bona, Harpin, 

Hopkins, Lamb, Oleskiewicz, Sweeney, Wilkinson; nay, none. 

 

 



11,955 The President presented an ordinance amending the North Adams Zoning Map by 

 expanding and extending northerly to Massachusetts Avenue the present B-2 

 zoning district, so as to rezone all of the Assessors Map 97, Lot 8 as zone district 

 B-2. 

 

On motion of Councilor Blackmer, duly seconded by Councilor Wilkinson, it was VOTED:  to 

pass the ordinance to a 2nd reading and publish as required by law. The President stated that this 

was the subject of a previous joint meeting with the Planning Board, and opened the motion up for 

discussion. Seeing none, the motion was adopted by yea and nay vote. yea, Councilors Blackmer, 

Bona, Harpin, Hopkins, Lamb, Oleskiewicz, Sweeney, Wilkinson; nay, none. 

 

11,956 The President presented a Mayor’s communication #26 recommending Christa 

Sprague for appointment to the North Adams Human Services Commission for a 

term to expire February 1, 2024. 

 

On motion of Councilor Blackmer, duly seconded by Councilor Oleskiewicz, it was VOTED:  

without objection, to confirm the appointment. The Mayor stated that he makes this 

recommendation with confidence. In addition, in answer to a question asked by Councilor 

Sweeney at the previous meeting, this is proof of the success of making the Boards and 

Commissions more visible on the website, acknowledging Councilor Harpin’s advocacy of this 

effort. The motion was adopted by yea and nay vote, yea, Councilors Blackmer, Bona, Harpin, 

Hopkins, Lamb, Oleskiewicz, Sweeney, Wilkinson; nay, none 

 

 

11,957 The President presented Mayor’s communication #28 that the North Adams City 

Council adopt the grant awarded through the Safe Routes to School (SRTS) 

program of the Massachusetts Department of Transportation (MassDOT) in the 

amount of $6,000. 

 

Without objection, the President filed the communication. 

 

11,957-1 The President presented an Order that North Adams City Council adopt the grant 

awarded through the Safe Routes to School (SRTS) program of the Massachusetts 

Department of Transportation (MassDOT) in the amount of $6,000. 

 

On motion of Councilor Blackmer, duly seconded by Councilor Oleskewicz, it was VOTED:  to 

adopt the Order. The President opened the floor for discussion. Seeing none, the Order adopted by 

yea and nay vote, yea, Councilors Blackmer, Bona, Harpin, Hopkins, Oleskiewicz, Sweeney, 

Wilkinson; nay, none; abstention, Councilor Lamb. 

 

 

11,958 The President presented a communication submitted by Councilor Wilkinson 

requesting an amendment to Section 12 of Chapter Z of the Revised Ordinances of 

the City of North Adams.  

 

Without objection, the President filed the communication. 

 

11,958-1 The President presented an ordinance to amend Section 12 of Chapter Z of the 

Revised Ordinances of the City of North Adams. On motion of Councilor Blackmer, 

duly seconded by Councilor Sweeney, the motion was made to refer to General 

Government Committee, and postponed to May 25, 2021.  

 

Councilor Wilkinson read his communication into the record. He noted four changes to the 

ordinance and one new ordinance. The first four are regarding changes to language and updates to 



meet state standards. The fifth one will create a process for the Planning Board to be able to 

enforce the site plan review. Councilor Wilkinson stated he would like the Ordinance moved to 

General Government for a full and open discussion. 

 

The President opened the floor for discussion, stating that this will require a joint public session 

with the Planning Board in the near future. Councilor Lamb stated that it is practice to send an 

ordinance to the committee that is most directly aligned with the ordinance change, which in this 

case is Community Development, however he did not feel strongly that there was a need for a 

separate meeting.  He asked Councilor Blackmer when the soonest that General Government could 

look at the ordinance. Councilor Lamb said he could have Community Development Committee 

look at it next week before it goes to General Government. 

 

The President stated that in order to amend the motion on the floor to include Community 

Development, a new motion would need to be made. The President asked if anyone wished to 

make such a motion; seeing none, the President deferred to the current motion to send the 

ordinance to General Government. Councilor Wilkinson added that in order to meet Community 

Development’s time line, the ordinance must go to a 2nd reading, and asked for a return date of 

May 25. Councilor Blackmer moved to amend her motion to return to Council on a date certain of 

May 25, duly seconded by Council Wilkinson. The President asked if there was further need for 

discussion.  Seeing none, the amended motion was adopted by yea and nay vote: Councilors 

Blackmer, Bona, Harpin, Hopkins, Lamb, Oleskiewicz, Sweeney, Wilkinson; nay, none. 

 

 

11,959 Mayor’s communication #27 requesting the approval of an awning for Scarafoni 

Associates, located at 85 Union Street, North Adams.  

 

Without objection, the President filed the communication. 

 

11,959-1 An order to approve an awining for Scarafoni Associates, located at 85 Union  

  Street, North Adams.  

 

The motion to approve was made by of Councilor Blackmer, duly seconded by Councilor Lamb. 

The President asked for discussion, and deferred to the Mayor. The Mayor stated the need for City 

Council approval under the ordinance is because it overhangs city property, as verified by Mr. 

Meranti. Councilor Bona offered clarification, stating that the parking lot of the Windsor Mill 

directly abuts the Scarfoni property, requiring the need for City Council approval. The motion was 

adopted by yea and nay vote: Councilors Blackmer, Bona, Harpin, Hopkins, Lamb, Oleskiewicz, 

Sweeney, Wilkinson; nay, none. 

 

The President called for anyone wishing to speak in Open Forum. Hearing none, the President 

called for Mayor’s Concerns. 

 

The Mayor thanked the Council and community who took part in paying respect to Officer Evans, 

his colleagues, and his family during the April 14 procession through the City. The Mayor also 

recognized the efforts by the police and fire departments and the regional emergency planning 

committee in coordinating and organizing the procession.  The Mayor also thanked all involved 

parties for wearing masks and following safety protocols. 

 

The Mayor addressed the fire hydrant project. The water department has reviewed the project, 

logging all the hydrants in the system: about 54 hydrants that have some issues but are functional; 

53 are nonfunctional, and 10 of those have been replaced so far; bid specs for the other purchases 

are being finalized. 

 

Regarding COVID vaccinations, the Mayor noted improved vaccine availability, with open 



appointment slots. Everyone 16 and over is currently eligible. The best places to get vaccination 

information are getvaccinatedberkshires.org for regional clinics, and vaxfinder.mass.gov for public 

and private sites. As of today, the Governor announced continued reopening plans. The first 

benchmark is the relaxing of face coverings beginning Friday, April 30 for outdoor gatherings 

where social distancing is possible. Indoor requirements remain the same. The Mayor noted slight 

differences between the CDC guidelines and those of the Governor. Additional openings on May 

10, May 29, and August 1 are subject to the status of public health at those times. All the details 

are available at mass.gov/reopening.  

 

The President called for Committee Reports and Minutes.  Hearing none, the President called for 

Liaison Updates and Councilor Concerns. 

 

Councilor Sweeney stated that there are a significant number of appointments available at St. 

Elizabeth’s. Call the NBCC at 413-663-7588 for assistance in making appointments. 

 

Councilor Harpin recognized the IDEA Committee (Inclusion, Diversity, Equity, and Access). 

IDEA provided the City Council with three valuable trainings, which allowed for new and 

significant connections to be made. Councilor stated that she hoped as local leaders, the Council 

would strive to be as inclusive as possible moving forward. 

 

Councilor Blackmer stated that Friday, April 30 is the North Adams Northern Berkshire United 

Way Spirit of Caring Awards via Zoom from 6-6:30 pm. Kathy and Joe Arabia of the AYJ Fund 

will receive the Spirit of Caring Award; James Brosnan, Superintendent of the Northern Berkshire 

Vocation Regional School District/McCann Technical School will receive the Spirit of Community 

Award; McCann Technical High School will receive the Campaign of the Year Award.; and Dave 

Moranti will receive the Spirit of the Future Award.  

 

Councilor Lamb thanked Councilor Harpin for acknowledging the work of the IDEA Committee. 

He then noted that the student member is graduating from MCLA, and there is a need of a youth 

member (high school/college age) from the community to join the Committee. Councilor Lamb 

stated that April is Sexual Abuse Awareness Month, and announced that in conjunction the One 

Book, One Community read, program, the capstone event will be held Thursday, April 29 at 7:00 

pm. It is a Zoom webinar with the author of  Stop Telling Women to Smile. Over 200 have already 

registered. Council Lamb asked for clarification of the parking ban. The Mayor responded that it 

was up as of April 15. Finally, Councilor Lamb stated that Community Development is holding 

another city property auction May 26. There are 29 properties available. 

 

Councilor Bona inquired about the timeline for the bid process for the hydrants, and when we 

realistically might see new hydrants installed. The Mayor responded that the bid specs were still 

being considered, and that the timeline would be based upon those specs.; he estimated late May 

for the receipt of the returned bids, with a mid-summer installation. 

  

On motion of Councilor Sweeney, duly seconded by Councilor Bona, it was VOTED:  to adjourn 

at 8:06 pm. 

 

A True Record 

Attest, 

     s/Cathleen M. King 

     City Clerk 

 
 


